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Almost two months after starting
the Mr. Baruch Fitness Competition,
the Miss Baruch Fitness Competition, Sigma Alpha Delta culminated
it all with the Mr. Baruch Bodybuilding Competition, held as part
of a much larger program titled the
Bodybuilding Show. The show took
place on Nov. 5 in the Main Gymnasium of the Athletics and Recreation
Center.
Besides featuring some of the
best male bodybuilders Baruch has
to offer, the show gave recognition to
the individual and overall winners of
the ﬁtness competitions. As an added
beneﬁt, there was entertainment aspect to the show, with performances

See Xian on page 3
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Bodybuilding competition winner Crown Xian with his trophy. Next to him is Dwayne
Yetman, the heavyweight winner.

Dan Kaufmann, associate vice
president of facilities and operations,
attended the Undergraduate Student
Government meeting last week, and
discussed many student concerns
about Baruch’s facilities and problems concerning the building.
Kaufmann said that the function
of the Facilities and Grounds committee is to maintain and ﬁnish construction in Baruch College.
The ﬁrst concern was brought up
by Keisha George, about the many
lawsuits that have been brought
against the college. Kaufmann said
that he was not entitled to comment
on that issue.
Keston Barrow asked why there
are not any heating panels in the
buildings’ roof to melt the ice in the
winter. Kaufmann’s response was
that there are heating panels in the
shell of the building and they are lowvoltage, to save money. He made the
point that they are it will be very expensive to install them in the roof and
to maintain them in the long-term.
He also brought up the point that it
would be very expensive and tiresome for Baruch to install a canopy
because they would have to remove
walls and replace them. This was in
response to a comment about unintended snowstorms. The architects
of the Vertical Campus did not think
about the possibility of the impact of
a snowstorm destroying the building.
But since the VC opened three years
ago, a snowstorm has been a problem
every year. Kaufmann told USG that
there is a design going for a canopy
in the entrance of the building. He
said that the scaffolding that will be
up at the entrances during the winter
“is your protection. Even though its
ugly, you don’t want to lose your leg
because of a piece of snow.”

See USG on page 3
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The quality of earnings in ﬁnancial statements is currently at the
forefront of the media in many business publications. Thus, the presence
of this topic in many of the recent
award-winning publications in the
ﬁeld of accounting is probably not a
coincidence.
On Nov. 5th, Baruch College and
the Stan Ross Department of Accountancy and Center for Corporate
Integrity co-sponsored an awards ceremony for The Accounting Review
Article of the Year 2003. Additional
sponsors included the American Accounting Association and Financial
Executives Research Foundation.
The article, which was selected by
FERF, is titled “Exploring the Term
of the Auditor-Client Relationship

and
the
Quality of
Earnings:
A Case for
Mandatory Auditor Rotation?”
T h e
ceremony
i n c l u d e d Thomas Omer
a
welcome
address, presented by Steven Lustgarten of the Stan Ross Department
of Accountancy at Baruch College,
Dean John Elliott of the Zicklin
School of Business, Jane Mutchler
of the American Accounting Association, Sanjay Kallapur of The Accounting Review, and Raj Aggarwal
of FERF. During this presentation,
Jane Mutchler, stated that the work
is an “example of research we can

do that can make a difference.” Raj
Aggarwal described the process for
selecting the paper. The paper was
selected as one of all papers published in The Accounting Review for
the year of 2003. The selection committee selected ﬁve ﬁnalists, based
on academic integrity and relevance.
The ﬁnal paper was selected from
these ﬁve.
The welcome address was followed by
the present at ion
of
the
award.
Joseph
Kerstein,
the chair
of the Stan
Ross Depa r t me nt
of Accoun- James Myers

tancy, presented the
award to
the three
authors of
the article:
Thomas
Omer, of
the University of
I l l i n o i s Linda Myers
at Chicago,
and James and Linda Myers, both of
the University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign.
Omer presented the article to the
conference attendees after receiving
the award. He discussed the content
and conclusions of the article. According to the authors’ research,
the auditors’ tenure does not foster

See STAN on page 3
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Registration begins today
BY AARON SIEGEL
Editor-in-Chief
Now that the drop deadline has
passed for the Fall 2004 semester,
students are now looking ahead to
planning their schedules for the semester beginning Jan. 27, 2004.
Registration starts at 9 a.m. today
with seniors and students who have
early registration and continuing

through the freshmen until the end
of November.
James Murphy, assistant vice
president for enrollment, undergraduate admissions and ﬁnancial
aid services, noted that unlike the
grid changes made this semester,
no changes have been made to the
grid for the Spring 2005. He also
observed that many departments are
scheduling classes earlier in the day

upon the request of Murphy, after the
most recent survey of students found
that most students want to take their
classes in the morning.
Students can ﬁnd their appointment time by looking on the student
information database at esims.cuny.
edu/bb, or by checking Baruch webmail.

Stan Ross Department of Accountancy
presents Article of the Year award
Continued from front
poorearnings quality, but actually
improves the quality of earnings.
Omer said that the argument may be
made that longer auditor tenure impairs independence. He added that,
however, most audit failures occur
early in the relationship, as auditors
are less informed and are thus, less
likely to be aware of important issues.
The team of authors conducted
their research by looking at different types of accruals. According to
Omer, earnings are promises, and
research on earnings quality focuses
on the quality of these accruals, as
they are more susceptible to manipulation. He used the analogy of the
Popeye character Wimpy’s promise
“I’ll gladly pay you Tuesday for a
hamburger today,” to emphasize the
issue that comprising earnings numbers of promises may not be reliable.
According to Omer, auditors
typically improve the reliability of
accruals, and thus, earnings, mostly
when they have an understanding
of the client’s business and a handle
on the risk associated with the numbers presented. In order to test this
hypothesis – the positive effect of
auditor tenure on earnings – Omer

and his team developed a regression
model relating auditor tenure to “extremes” in accruals, both those that
are discretionary (under management control) and those that are not.
The model controlled for the following audit ﬁrm characteristics: age,
size, type, industry growth, industry,
and year. The model found that auditor tenure decreases the extremes in
accruals.
Following the presentation, a
panel resumed the discussion. The
panel included representatives from
the SEC, the American Accounting
Association, and Baruch College.
Baruch Professor Norm Strauss,
who was formerly National Managing Partner of Ernst & Young and a
member of the EITF stated, “Your
ﬁndings are very consistent with
my own experience.” According to
Strauss, auditor tenure is only as
good as the last audit, as auditors
have no guarantee that they will be
retained. He emphasized that new
clients come with risk, and this risk
should be recognized. He said that
his ﬁrm, Ernst & Young maintains
a rigorous client acceptance policy
to address and manage risk. He described components of this policy as
including requirements that the new
auditors must communicate with the
old audit ﬁrm to obtain information

about the new client, and that audit
results are reviewed by an independent reviewer prior to ofﬁcial signoff.
However, Sarbanes-Oxley is
mandating a change in auditors after
a certain number of years transpire
in the auditor-client relationship.
Some positives exist in this proposal, which Strauss further discussed.
According to Strauss, new auditors
should ﬁnd it easier to challenge the
client and bring up and address issues. He emphasized that, however,
all ﬁrms should adopt a policy where
they will address and correct issues
not previously discovered, rather
than take the approach of “letting it
go because we said okay last year.”
The conference concluded with
a presentation by Raj Aggarwal of
FERF and Robert Laux of Microsoft on “Implications for Business:
Ideas for Future Research.” Topics
suggested include using additional
measures of earnings quality and
controlling for additional variables
that inﬂuence the nature and extent
of external monitoring, such as external scrutiny, ownership structure, information asymmetry, major
events, accrual errors, and management incentives.

USG meets with Dan Kaufmann
to discuss issues in the VC
Continued from front

Another main issue concerned
the multipurpose room. Kelly Iﬁll
said that this room is not soundproof
and every time there is an event that
entails loud music the SACC Center is always complaining about the
noise. Kaufmann conﬁrmed that the
multipurpose room is soundproof
but they did not anticipate the kind
of activities that might occur. He
made the note that they will have
to further soundproof the room and
students can have events in the Auxiliary Gym in the meanwhile. “It will
cost about $125,000 to soundproof
that room so students will have to
reallocate to another venue,” he said.
However, someone said that the gym
is not equipped to hold events with
loud music.
Still on this issue, Jodi-Ann Graham mentioned that last year around
this time she went to a meeting that
included Chancellor Matthew Goldstein, who said there was money
marked to improve the multipurpose
room. Kaufmann stated that if there
was any money to do this, then it
probably was not enough available.
He added that the campus has bigger
problems than to ﬁx the multipur-

pose room, like the escalators.
As soon as he said that, someone asked what was the purpose of
having them if they do not work.
Kaufmann said that this is because
of an issue with the maintenance
company. They are negligent and
take the escalators out for weeks at
a time. He said that they complain
that students are responsible for the
lack of service on the escalators also,
because they hit emergency buttons
when there’s no emergency and they
ride on the handrails. He added that
he has called three companies to get
evaluations and he is trying to get rid
of this company.
Next, Eduard Roland asked how
often the facilities and operations
team checks maintenance in the
buildings. Kaufmann conﬁrmed that
this is done weekly. There are only
three painters who do the repairs
so that’s why it takes a long time to
get things done. Also, there are only
three electricians and two helpers
who are responsible for one million
and a half square feet of space. The
next concern was lack of bulbs on the
lamps in the library. He said that oftentimes students steal bulbs so they
are not really responsible.
Keisha George said how classrooms are too cold and when one

of her professors sent several complaints, there was no response every
time. Often, students have no choice
to put the air conditioner on while
the heating is also on to deal with
the uncomfortable temperatures.
Kaufmann told the members that
heating is done by a computer-based
system outside of Baruch.
Sime Marnika complained of
the lack of soap in the bathrooms,
tampons in the ladies’ room, bathrooms on the third ﬂoor being locked
often and their lack of cleanliness.
Kaufmann said that they try their
best to keep the bathrooms clean but
it is a two-way street. Students dirty
the bathrooms excessively and so it’s
also their job to help keep it clean.
Other concerns about the bathrooms
included the lack of space on the
counter for women to put their purses
in the ladies’ room, how faucets run
for hours and do not shut off when
they are used and how there should
be paper towels instead of hand dryers.
At the end of the meeting, USG
and Kaufmann made an agreement
to have open communication to address student concerns.
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Xian named Mr. Baruch
Continued from front

ranging from classical Indian dance
to a preview of the upcoming Shop
of Style fashion show.
The event started off with opening
remarks by May, and an introduction
of the main judge and professional
bodybuilder Michael Lipowski. The
competitors in the lightweight competition came out ﬁrst and they were
Jason Prager, Crown Xian, Lionel
Wynter, Yuri Manzurov, and Eric
Ma. The crowd was told to be silent
as the judges instructed the competitors to pose.
The award presentations for
the ﬁtness competitions were next.
In the women’s division, Andreea
Sauciuc was the big winner of the
night, winning the sit-ups and endurance trophies to go along with being
named Ms. Baruch Fitness 2004.
Another notable competitor was Susan Zheng, who won the push-ups
title and ﬁnished second overall.
It was ﬁnally time for the heavyweights to strut their stuff. The four
competitors in that division were
Dwayne Yetman, Danny Moon, Rafael Vargas, and Elyse Pierre. Once
again, the judges instructed the competitors in their poses.
The men’s side of the ﬁtness competition got their awards next. Notable winners included Moon who won
both the dips and endurance titles,
and Wynter who was awarded the
sit-ups title and was named Mr. Baruch Fitness 2004. Speaking about
the competition, Serge Bukhman,
one of the ﬁnalists noted, “It was a

quality competition. I’m looking forward to next year’s.”
The excitement continued with
the freestyle portion of the bodybuilding competition. The biggest
crowd reaction was deﬁnitely in response to Wetman’s smooth moves
to the tune of Fat Joe’s “Lean Back.”
The freestyle posing was followed
by the last part of the competition,
the general posing.
Xian won decisively, while
Prager, Ma, Wynter and Manzurov
rounded out the ﬁeld. In the heavyweight division, Yetman was named
the champ. The order of the other ﬁnishers was Vargas, Pierre and Moon.
The best stage presence award
was as tightly contested as the bodybuilding and was based solely on the
crowd reaction to each of the nine
bodybuilders that participated. After
several callbacks and episodes of the
audience screaming for their favorite
body builder, Wynter ﬁnally edged
out Xian, to emerge as the ultimate
crowd favorite. Wynter was humble
about accepting the award. “I don’t
consider myself a bodybuilder —
I’m more of a ﬁtness kind of guy,” he
said.. “I didn’t come in expecting to
win anything, so it’s amazing.”
The event ended with a ﬁnal
showdown between the heavyweight
and lightweight winners. Once again,
Xian came through. He credited his
training regimen and dedication in
helping him win. “I dieted well and
trained hard,” said Xian. “This was
my ﬁrst competition, but it will deﬁnitely not be my last.”

1 in 4 students want vegan
meals, new survey shows
BY GILA BABICH
Staff Writer

According to a study conducted
by Aramark, a Managed Services
company that provides cafeteria
food to colleges across the United
States, one out of every four college
students wants to eat vegan meals at
their school cafeteria. Finding them
in the Baruch College cafeteria,
which is supplied by Metropolitan
Food Services, however, can require
a bit of investigation.
After a taking a glance at Baruch’s cafeteria food, it is hard not
to notice the vast majority of meat
dishes. The cafeteria is divided into
four main sections: the deli, which
offers a variety of meat and cheese
sandwiches, the hot dish line, which
has entries like rice and a variety
of cooked meats, the salad section
and the salad buffet. There is also a
small, refrigerated section containing wraps, yogurts, and some salads. Fruits, packaged chips, cookies,
pastries and pretzels are scattered
around the cafeteria.
Vegan dishes, which do not contain any animal-derived products

like meat, ﬁsh, dairy, eggs or honey,
are scarce, but at a closer look, they
can be found. First of all, there are
salads; these come packaged in the
refrigerated section, or in the salad
section. There are Dr. Praeger’s veggie burgers and rice in the hot dish
section, and grilled vegetable sandwiches can be prepared in the deli.
Otherwise there are French fries, onion rings, pretzels, and sometimes,
vegetable soups.
The ingredients of the dishes
Baruch does offer, however, are not
listed anywhere in the cafeteria;
these may be important to any foodconscious student, whether he wants
to know if his food is vegan or how
many calories it contains. David
Beggins, the head dishwasher who
also prepares the food said, “Eighty
percent of the food is made from
scratch. If anyone asks speciﬁcally,
we have all the ingredients.” Beggins
also said that the cafeteria uses vegetable oil when preparing the foods,
so the students who choose to eat
fried foods should not be concerned
about animal-derived fats in their
food.

VITA seeks volunteers

Once again, Baruch is teaming up
with the IRS and bringing the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program
to neighboring communities. Volunteers would go through training, pass
a certiﬁcation exam, and ﬁle tax returns for low-income taxpayers.
A two-day training period takes
place during two weeks of the January intersession. Students will learn
about state and federal returns. There
are special sessions for learning how
to ﬁle returns for international students. Once students pass the exam,

they will be assigned to designated
VITA sites. Volunteers are required
to devote a minimum of 3 hours a
week. A marketing team, IT team,
and site managers / coordinators are
needed.
The program is expected to be
kicked-off the week after Thanksgiving and students can sign up via
a website. Information tables will
be set up to provide more information as well. Should you have any
questions, please feel free to e-mail
BaruchVITA@yahoo.com.
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT
USG
USG began its 11th meeting of the semester with a 45-minute questioning
of Dan Kaufmann, the chairperson
of the buildings and grounds department in Baruch, after which the ofﬁcers reported.
President’s Report
Sime Marnika reported that Phillis
Zadra, the associate dean of Zicklin
School of Business, will be in the
Nov. 30 meeting. He reminded everyone that the Board of Directors
meetings will be held on Nov.16 at
12:45 p.m. in Room 2-290. He said
that Dean Ron Aaron asked for the
creation of two new committees: the
Bookstore Advisory and Food Service Advisory.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Edouard Roland asked for
the senators’ approval to cover the
two clubs’ unpaid expenses from the
last ﬁscal year. These two clubs were
Hip Hop 201’s $85 voided check,
and Chess Club’s $232.25 expenses
for the new equipment they bought.
Both were approved.
He also reported that USG has a
limited amount of money for the rest
of the school year, approximately
$50,000.
Academic Affairs
Upper Senator Kathlene Burke distributed a draft letter from Kathleen
Waldron that listed ﬁve committees
that will advise the president’s cabi-

net. They are Finance Advisory, Human Resources, Student Affairs, Facilities, and Productivity. Davendra
Rajkumar raised the issue of a scantron problem, where teachers refuse
to show their students their scatrons,
Burke advised that students should
see the chairman of the department.
A student from the controversial
SOC 1005 class was present and said
that students who wanted to do the
paper were asked to get an approval
from sociology Chairman Glenn Petersen.
Evening and Part-Time Affairs
Ibrahim Lawal reported that he will
be meeting with James Murphy
about school ofﬁces closing early,

making it unavailable to evening and
part-time students. He is in a process
of compiling the complaints, and
feedback from Coffee Night.
Finance
Liliana Chang reported the senators’
need to pass the budgets submitted
by ﬁve clubs. All budgets were approved.
Kappa Phi Lambda asked for
$2,100 and got $1,000. The Hindu
Student Council asked for $5,453
and got $2,500. Korean Christian
Association asked for $1,665 and
got $800. Chabad asked for $1,484
and got $700. The new Poker Club
and Set (a ﬁlming club that asked for
$6,054) both got $600 each.

Appeals Committee
Lower Senator Victor Law asked
for the approval of the United International Student Body’s appeal for
$750 (originally $6,450) and was
passed. He also reported that he deferred the Pool and Skating Society’s
appeal for $650 because of the review that their funds are sufﬁcient
for the semester.
New Business
Hip Hop 201 will co-sponsor the pep
rally on Dec. 7.
Compiled by

MARY GRACE TORRES
Staff Writer

GSA
On Monday, Nov. 8, the GSA held a
meeting:
Student Life Announcements
An Orientation Planning meeting
will be held on Nov. 22 from 5 p.m.
to 6 p.m. in VC 13-280 to plan for
the New Student Orientation on Jan
22. Students are needed to volunteer
for and should attend this meeting or
contact Ginny Goldberg to sign up.
The Graduate Leadership Speaker Series will be held on Nov. 17,
from 12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. in VC 14250. Lunch will be served, and dress
is business attire.
Committees
President Waldron needs graduate

students to sign up for the following
committees:
Facilities: Guiding and advising
Finance/Advisory: Development in
budgetary decision-making.
Human Resources: Improvement in
personnel development
Productivity: Advisement on strategic goals
Student Affairs: Guidance on matters related to students.
Any student who is interested in participating should e-mail gsa@baruch.
cuny.edu.
Pass/No Credit Option
The Graduate Curriculum Committee is debating whether to abandon
the Pass/No Credit option. The GSA

decided to poll students on whether
they would be in favor of this decision. GSA members are contacting
Professor Brandwein for assistance
in developing a survey that will ensure that both the pros and cons of
abandoning the option are weighed.
Finance Class Petition
A petition requesting additional ﬁnance classes is being looked into.
Business Cards
Graduate student business card orders will start being processed later
this week, after a ﬁnal reminder is
sent to students who have not yet
sent checks. Sixty orders will be processed.

AN OFFER FROM YOUR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
It is time to introduce the Baruch College Alumni Association to students and
faculty members who are part of the current Baruch community. The simplest
means of describing our mission is to summarize our Policy Statment.
The Baruch College Alumni Association serves alumnni, students and faculty members. We have our own Charter and By-laws, and may function independently from the Baruch College Fund and the College administration.
Normally, we receive operating funds from dues, interest income from bank
accounts, and investments and the occasional voluntary supplement from
members. Our members fall into a broad spectrum of ages, occupations and
interests. Involvement is geared toward enhancement of students’ educations
and heightening the visibility and reputation of the College. We provide some
of the niceties that ordinarily might not be budgeted by the College. Requests
for assistance, ﬁnancial or otherwise, are normally made through our Executive Director who serves us as a contact to assure the viability of a proposal.
There are occasions when internal committees generate projects and these,
too, are reviewed to avoid possible duplication of activities.
We offer you the following examples of past involvement. The Chess Club,
because of its earlier successes, was invited to the ﬁnal tournament in San
Francisco; funds for transportation were not available until we stepped up to
the plate. A faculty member needed “seed money” to print a pamphlet created jointly with her students. We recognized the importance of this project
and today, the pamphlet is a nationally recognized, award-winning magazine.
Students in the Marketing Department wanted to compete in a national contest
but didn’t have the fundds to prepatre an appropriate presentation; yes, we
supported thema nd they took ﬁrst prize, bringing great honor to the college.
Here’s your challenge! Have your organization’s CFO send a synnopsis of your
proposal (not longer than 150 words) to: Baruch College Alumni Association,
One Bernard Baruch Way, College Box A-1605, New York, NY 10010. We’ll
pick it up from there.
We feel certain that this offer of assistance will be mutually beneﬁcial to our
groups. WE will get to interact with Baruch’s students and faculty and learn
what is happening on campus. YOU will have the oportunity to use your marketing and other skills in a meaningful way while earning your degree. We
encourage you to take advantage of this offer and await your responses.

GSA Social Feedback
The GSA discussed the results of
the last social. Students at the meeting criticized the music played at the
social. Additionally, more ﬂyers with
messages from the GSA will be distributed at the next social. The next
social will be pushed back to 6:30
p.m. Food distribution will be more
evenly spaced throughout the duration of the social. At future socials,
fewer tables will be set out to encourage students to create more space in
the multi-purpose room.

eteria. Students are needed to participate in this committee.

Bookstore/Cafeteria Committee
The school is putting together a committee to evaluate the level of service
and quality of the bookstore and caf-

ERIKA MEYERS

Additional Discussion
More than three of the voting members of the GSA were absent from
the meeting. Voting members of the
GSA need to be present..
The GSA charters may require
review and updates to help the organization operate more efﬁciently,
encourage additional participation,
and accomplish more.
Compiled by
Staff Writer

6

THE TICKER NEWS NOVEMBER 15, 2004

THE TICKER NEWS NOVEMBER 15, 2004

7

S c h o l a rs h i p
Opp o r t u n i t ie s
The Belle Zeller Scholarship is one of
CUNY’s most prestigious scholarships. It
is highly selective and recognizes students
who not only excel academically, but also
have SIGNIFICANT leadership service to
the community and CUNY. The
applications are available in the Office of
Student Development VC 2-255. The
application deadline is December 6, 2004,
but applications must be submitted to the
Office of Student Development no later
than November 26, 2004. Please contact
either Laverne Burnett or Dean Ron Aaron
for more information at 646-312-4570 or
laverne_burnett@baruch.cuny.edu.
Eligibility criteria for the Belle Zeller Scholarship:
- Must be full-time (at least 12 credits) in the
Fall 2004 semester
- Must have completed at least 16 credits at any
branch of CUNY
- Must have a 3.75 GPA or better
- Must show evidence of good character
- Must have SIGNIFICANT service to CUNY,
the community, and/or respective CUNY colleges

P LACE A N A D IN T HE T ICKER
AND R EACH 5000+ P EOPLE !
E-MAIL TICKER_ADS@BARUCH.CUNY.EDU
OR CALL (646)312-4713 FOR MORE INFO.

The Women’s Forum Educational
Award is open to women over the age of
35, who, after an interruption in their
education, are now pursuing undergraduate
degrees. The deadline for submitting
applications is December 1, 2004. You can
apply online at www.wfnewyork.org or get
applications from the Office of Student
Development VC 2-255. Please contact
either Laverne Burnett or Dean Ron Aaron
for further information at 646-312-4570 or
laverne_burnett@baruch.cuny.edu.
To be eligible, you must:

- Reside in New York City
- Have attended a college in NYC during the 2003-04
academic year
- Be enrolled for at least 6 credits in the 2004-05
academic year
- Have at least one additional semester to complete
graduation requirements after June 2005
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After Dead Prez; Hip Hop brings Baruch to life
BY DIMITRIOS FRAGISKATOS
Staff Writer

On Oct 28, students gathered in room 3-150
for the Hip Hop 201 event, Voter’s Awareness
Day. The theme was an inspiration from the
campaign Sean “P. Diddy” Combs had
launched to make young voters active during
the election. Bad Boy Entertainment’s Head,
did not have a hand in Baruch College’s event,
instead the equally active, and slightly less
famous Al Green led the organization of it.
Flyers advertised appearances by MTV2 VJ
Amanda Diva, and underground freestyle king
Saigon, Sony Urban recording artists Dead
Prez, whose controversial albums offers political views for African Americans.
The event itself did not go as smoothly as it
should have. Students were informed of the
election and were treated with some “Spoken
Word” poetry by the lovely Ms. Diva.
Saigon did not appear. Instead, longtime
Hip Hop 201 friend Cypha, gave his own amaz-

ing performance. Finally, with only 10 minutes
to go, stic. man and M-1, the members of Dead
Prez arrived. M-1 denounced P. Diddy’s campaign saying that not voting is a political
stance. “You don’t vote; you don’t die.”
The irony and the disappointment in this
event have been overshadowed by the intention
of Hip Hop 201; to unify the Baruch community. It won’t end there, however. The events that
have been planned are aimed to raise the
school’s spirits. “The energy level of Hip Hop
201 is at an all-time high,” says Green. Hip
Hop 201 has taken the initiative at organizing a
pep rally with a major DJ, Baruch cheerleaders,
and (drum roll) Baruch’s very own Bearcat
mascot. Ideally, they would like more clubs to
be involved. Participation in the upcoming
Thanksgiving and Christmas drives are encouraged. Lastly, there’s an end-of-semester jam
planned, to which everyone is invited. When
asked what their goal is the response was
“We’re going for the club of the year award,
baby!”

PHOTO BY ROBERT BENIMOFF FOR THE TICKER

M-1 speaks to Baruch students as stic. man listens and supports his statements at Hip Hop 201’s voter awareness
day on October 28, 2004

Baruch Beat: Events and Announcements

Events in the BPAC:

Alexander String Quartet
Dates and Times: Nov. 17 @ 6 p.m. and Nov. 18 @
2:45 p.m.
Place: Engelman Recital Hall
Admission: Free , but tickets are required.
Zakarias Grafilo, violin; Frederick Lifsitz, violin; Paul
Yarbrough, viola and Sandy Wilson on cello return to
Baruch for their fall residency.
They will play the following program: Adagio from
String Quartet No. 1, K. 80 "Lodi" Mozart String
Quartet No. 3 in B-flat Major, Op. 67 Brahms Vivace
Andante Agitato (Allegretto non troppo) Poco allegretto con Variazioni
"2X4" by Jimmy Smallhorne
Date: Nov. 17, 2004
Time: 7 p.m.
Place: Bernie West Theatre
Admission: Free. Call (718) 960-6722 to reserve a
seat.
Film Series of Movies Directed by the New Irish.
Awarded Best Cinematography at Sundance Film
Festival 1998
Events in Baruch:
Early Learning Center Art Show
Date:
Nov. 15
6 p.m.
Time:
2nd Floor VC
Place:
Admission: Free
Come support the children of your fellow students as
they celebrate the fruits of their artistic labors.
212-387-1420 or
scsu.baruch.cuny.edu/scsu/elc/elchome.htm
Peter Vallone Lecture Series
Date: Nov. 16
Time: 4:30 p.m.
Place: 750 Newman Library building
Admission: Free
The speaker is TBAbut will most likely be a successful member of the professions of education, politics,
not-for-profit, or real estate.
646-312-4270 or baruch.cuny.edu/SPA
Dykerman Lecture
Date: Nov. 16
Time: 8:00 a.m.
Place: 14-220, 285 VC
Admission: Free
baruch.cuny.edu/alumni
INROADS recruiting
Nov. 16
Data:
12:30 p.m.
Time:
Place:
VC 6-165
Admission: Open to freshmen, sophomores and
juniors graduating late.
INROADS is a nonprofit organization geared to
develop and place talented minority youth in business
and industry and prepare them for corporate and com-

munity leadership. Some of their services available
are: summer internships that can be available for fulltime employment upon graduation, corporate mentoring, and exposure to Fortune 500 companies.
Twilight of the Budget Monitors
Date: Nov. 17
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Place: Newman Conference Center, Library Building
Admission: Free
The School of Public Affairs at Baruch College is
sponsoring its first Annual Conference on Municipal
Finance and Leadership. Speakers will consider
issues and government procedures relating to planning, strategies, and management of the city budget.
This discussion will stem from the experiences that
occurred during New York City’s fiscal crisis of the
mid-’70s and will look forward to the expected “sunset” of the Financial Control Board and the Municipal
Assistance Corporation.
Zicklin Grad Speakers Series
Date: Nov. 17
Time: 11:00 a.m.
Place: VC 14-250, 285
Admission: Free
Various leaders in corporate and small business are
asked to speak to the facully and student body of
Zicklin and the Baruch Community.
212-802-2820

Oxford Debate
Date: Nov. 18
Time: 12:30 p.m.
Place: Steven L. Newman Real Estate Building
Oak Room. 137 E. 22nd St. (between Lex and Third
Avenue)
Admission: Free
Oxford University is well known and respected for its
debates that attracts a number of prominent individuals (speakers including Richard Nixon and Malcolm
X). Sigma Alpha Delta Honor Society will be launching the first Oxford Debate. The debate will consist of
six speakers: two students, two faculty members, and
two guest speakers. Each speaker will have a maximum of five minutes to speak on his or her position.
While the debater is speaking, if someone from the
opposing side would like to speak they would have to
stand and ask. If the speaker is unwilling to allow the
opposed to remark then he will have to sit. This debate
is not intended for rebuttals and criticisms. After each
debater has spoken, audience members who wish to
speak will be allowed to speak for a maximum of two
minutes for or against the motion. At the end of the
debate, audience members will cast their deciding
vote by deciding between two exit doors: one
opposed and other for the motion. Atally will be taken
at each door to determine the final resolution.
Small Talk: Crucial for Corporate Success
Date: Nov. 18
Time: 12:30 p.m.
Place: VC 2-190
Admission: Free

Every moment of the corporate business day is an
opportunity to network. It is crucial that moments
while waiting for a collegue to arrive for lunch, or
waiting for a meeting to begin, or waiting to reach
your floor in the elevator are not awkward and allow
you to make the most of every minute. This workshop
is designed to help students learn ways to spin gold
from seemingly banal conversation.
Meet The Professors
Date: Nov. 18
Time: 12:30 - 2:30
Place: VC 3-160
Students will have the opportunity to meet and ask
questions to many Management Professors regarding
the courses they will teach next semester. This event
sponsored by Baruch's chapter of The Society For
Human Resource Management.
shrmbaruch2@yahoo.com.

the same room. Double your fun.

-Latin Dance
Date: Nov. 20
Time: 1:00 p.m.
Place: 1125, 17 Lexington Avenue
Admission: Free
Why not follow up your Argentine Tango lesson
given in the same room at 12, with a lesson in the salsa
or meringue. Double your pleasure. After this you'll be
so sexy you'll be beating them off with a stick!

Career Development
Center Events

Mishkin Gallery Reception and Exhibit
Date: Nov. 18
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Place: 7th floor Newman Building
Admission: Free
Sandra Kraskin, the curator of the Mishkin Gallery at
Baruch College, will be hosting an opening reception.
The artist Alexander Garvin will be speaking about
his work on exhibit at the Mishkin. The art show will
be on exhibit at the Gallery at 135 E. 22nd St.

WORKSHOPS
* Resume Writing & Cover Letters, Tuesday, Nov.
16, 4-6 p.m., VC 2-190

Spectacular Viewing: Medieval Churches, Religious
Panoramas, and The Passion of the Spectator
Date: Nov. 18
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Place: Oak Room (2nd floor)
137 E. 22nd St.
Admission: Free
This lecture investigates Medieval cathedrals, religious panoramas, and Mel Gibson's "The Passion of
the Christ" as specific but related ways of experiencing precinematic and cinematic representations of
Christian iconography, especially Christ's Passion.
Inscribed in each of these historically diverse representational forms is a notion of the "revered gaze," a
way of encountering and making sense of images that
are distinctly spectacular in form and content.
Historical spectators may have been as intrigued and
moved by two- and three-dimensional representations
of Christ's life encountered in Medieval cathedrals and
nineteenth century circular panoramas as were contemporary viewers of Gibson's recent "The Passion of
the Christ". Refreshments will follow.

* Interviewing I, Tuesday Nov. 23, 5 - 7 p.m., VC
2-190

Argentine Tango
Date: Nov. 20
Time: 12:00 p.m.
Place: 1125, 17 Lexington Avenue
Admission: Free
If you've ever wanted to learn the forbidden dance of
mystery and love, well now's your chance. This will
serve as an introduction. Bring a partner or make a
friend while your there. Why not stay for the Latin
dance lesson given immediately following this one in

* Small Talk: Crucial for Corporate Success,
Thursday, Nov. 18,
12:30 -.2:30 p.m., VC 2-190
* Internship Seminar, Monday Nov. 22, 12:30-2:30
p.m., VC 2-190

SPECIAL EVENTS
* Disney College Program presentation, Tuesday
Nov. 16, 12 - 2:30 p.m. Room to be announced on
baruchcdc.erecruiting.com , contact baruchdisneyrep@hotmail.com . You must attend this presentation to be considered for the Disney College
Program.
* Credit Suisse First Boston Internship
Presentation, Tues. Nov. 16, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.
Room to be announced on http://baruchcdc.erecruiting.com.
* Inroads Day, Tues. Nov. 16, 12 - 2:30 p.m. , Room
to be announced on baruchcdc.erecruiting.com
Opportunity to meet representatives from Inroads
and hear Baruch Inroad students as they share their
internship experiences with Fortune 500 companies.
* Philip Morris Mock Interview Day, Thursday,
Nov. 18, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., VC 2-150. You must sign
up in advance at VC 2-150 to reserve a half hour
spot. Managers from Philip Morris USA will conduct one-on-one practice interviews and offer tips
and feedback.
* Diversity Job Fair, Friday, Dec. 3, 12-3 p.m., VC
14-220
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A look into Ganas, a modern-day commune
nestled on Staten Island’s north shore
BY JENNIFER BLECHER
News Editor

The house on 139 Corson Ave.,
originally light green, was rapidly
disappearing under the stranglehold
of vines, so the residents took action,
grabbing them from the bottom and
pulling until their grip came loose,
and leaving a series of scars in the
siding. They look like brown veins
stretching across the house. “They
think it’s ugly, but I kinda like it,”
said Tom Reichert, referring to the
other inhabitants.
Reichert, 48. is slim, dressed
casually, and has a phone sitting in
both of his shirt pockets. He is a
member of Ganas, a commune in
northern Staten Island, and the only
one who volunteered to stay on a
Sunday and talk to a reporter, while
most everyone else is out celebrating
a birthday party, driving to
Philadelphia to help with a
Moveon.org event, or just doing their
own thing.
Ganas is a Spanish word meaning
“motivation strong enough for
action.” In 1980, a group of six people were motivated enough by their
disdain for American capitalist society to shell out $43,000 for a rundown house in the Tompkinsville, a
few blocks away from the Staten
Island Ferry. It is an intentional community, part of a movement that is an
offshoot of ‘60s communes.
Members pool their resources and
live together. The Fellowship for
Intentional Community lists 1,216
such communities around the world,
including over 500 in the United
States.
“We have people that started this
to set up their own little world,”
Reichert said.
Now expanded to 100 people and
10 houses, the community, nestled on
top of a hill and surrounded by lush
vegetation that screens out views of
the streets and houses below, has an
almost Sylvan quality to it. The houses, painted a mint green and covered
in ivy, blend in with the foliage, and
are ringed with narrow boardwalks
that weave through small gardens,
patios, a pool and a playground.
Ganas also owns some commercial property down the road, where it

operates four thrift stores, all
called Anything Goes. The
stores stock used clothing, furniture and artwork. One of the
stores, Anything Goes Variety,
which sells odds and ends, will
be closing down next month, to
make room for the growing
clothing and furniture stores.
Some members of the community work in the stores in lieu of
paying rent. The revenue from
those stores, as well as from a
resort they purchased in the
Catskills, sustains the community, in conjunction with sensible purchasing decisions.
“We don’t live extravagantly, but we do buy wisely,” said
Reichert, who proudly displayed a
large, full pantry that resembled the
inside of BJ’s, shelves stocked with
giant cereal boxes, canned vegetables and fruit juice jugs. Every
house, in fact, is furnished and decorated with thrift store finds, including
a large mural on the wall alongside
the house’s staircases. It is made up
of thin strips of dark varnished wood,
criss-crossed to frame replicas of
famous paintings, including Van
Goghs, Monets and Matisses. The
bright colors and busyness of the
wall stand in stark contrast to the others, all painted mint green or white.
In the gymnasium, a large room on
an upper floor, Reichert presented his
piece de resistance, an old-style scale
he’d dug out of the trash. The clothes
on his back were similarly secondhand. “This shirt is my father’s, and
these pants and shoes, I think came
from our thrift store,” he said.
Heading into the kitchen in the
lower level of the house, he stopped
to talk to one of the cooks, Julie, who
was at work, cracking dozens of eggs
over the side of a glass bowl. She
fishes through the whites for a piece
of eggshell that’s fallen in, and then
wipes her hand on her red apron. She
is one of the four designated cooks in
the community. “Smells good,” he
says, humming with satisfaction.
The large meals the cooks prepare
are eaten everyday at 6:30 p.m. in a
communal dining room. It is located
on the lower floor of 139 Corson, a
low-ceilinged room ringed by chairs.
Only a small percentage of members
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Left, Tom Reichert shows the marks left after pulling
vines off one of the houses. Above, the communal dining room. Above right, paintings become wallpaper.

regularly attend the dinners, and
there are smaller, well-stocked
kitchens in each house for members
to prepare their own meals. This
room is also the place where newcomers and visitors are welcomed on
Friday nights, when Ganas members
gather together to give tours and participate in group discussions. The
admissions procedure for the community is fairly simple. “As long as
you don’t seem crazy,” Reichert said.
The method seems to work.
Usually there are no problems, but
currently community members are
trying to figure out how to rid themselves of one individual who has not
been paying rent, or working, and is
therefore violating one of the cardinal rules. While everyone is essentially free to do as they please, the
society has instituted four rules. They
are: no violence, nothing illegal, no
exploitation of others (everyone must
pay their own way), and a directive
to consult the person with whom
there is a problem directly, rather
than talking about it to others. The
issue, however, can be brought in
front of the whole group, and settled
through a process known as feedback
learning, a method of promoting and
improving communication among
individuals. This method was created
by Mildred Gordon, who helped
found the community, and still lives
there. On the top floor of 139 Corson
is a large room with a white leather
couch snaking along the wall.
Reichert sinks into one of the cushions and makes himself comfortable.
This, he says, is the room where
feedback learning takes place.
“Someone comes here with a problem or issue and we try to identify
the problem,” he said. The sessions
take place twice a week.
A need for everyone to get along
is especially important because of the
precarious nature of the commune,
which is not fully understood by area
residents. One neighbor who would
not give his name said that while he
wasn’t bothered by the presence of
the community, he did find it a little
strange. “They’re up there on the hill
all hidden. Who knows what they do.
It’s a little weird,” he said.
Reichert, however, stressed that
Ganas is very active in the community, and shouldn’t be mysterious to
area residents. “We’ve done a lot of
work in this neighborhood. We’re
very good neighbors. We own a lot of
property. We do good work. People
like us,” he said. Lynn, a resident
from England, came outside onto the
patio to smoke a cigarette. “Nah.
They think we’re nuts,” she said.
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Walt Disney Co. sells its store chain to Children’s Place
BY YAIR MATAN
Staff Writer

Walt Disney Co. agreed to sell its money-losing Disney store chain to Children's Place Retail
Stores in a deal analysts described as positive for
Children's Place.
"It looks like a home run," said retail analyst
Margaret Whitfield at Ryan Beck & Co. "It sounds
like they have numerous opportunities to improve
the business."
Children's Place shares jumped on the news.
"This exciting and unique opportunity gives us
instant access to one of the most magical brands in
the world, and is consistent with our goal of being
the leading retail player in the newborn to age-10
category," Chief Executive Ezra Dabah said in a
press release.
Mario Ciampi was named president of the
Disney stores unit and will report directly to
Children's Place CEO Dabah. He had been the
senior vice president of store development and
logistics for the retailer. "The Disney Store provides us with the ability to capitalize on the popular licensed-character apparel market and gives us
a new growth vehicle," Dabah said. "We believe
we can significantly grow the chain through selective expansions into quality malls, and lifestyle and
outlets centers."
Analysts agreed. Though the Disney Stores
have been a popular stomping ground for children,
sales have been tough to snare in recent years.
Analysts believe that's because of Disney's limited
retail experience relative to its entertainment dealings.
What's more, Disney had a propensity to overspend on what Margaret Whitfield said were
"things that other retailers might find frivolous."
Stripping some of those costs out will greatly
improve operating expenses. What's more,
Children's Place told analysts that it has been pricing Disney products overseas and believes it can
substantially reduce the costs of the chain's merchandise almost immediately.
Whitfield said Children's Place should be able
to improve and potentially add to the stores' apparel lines, which are about 60 percent of the Disney
store business, and continue to drive sales of items
like dolls, stuffed animals and other toys. "With

store closings at KB, as well as potential closings
at Toys R Us, this will be a destination for parents,
as well as kids," Whitfield added.
"By leveraging the strong Disney brand name
with Children's Place's expertise in sourcing and
retailing, there is opportunity to grow the chain significantly beyond the number of stores that Disney
operates today in North America," Whitfield said

upfront payment to Disney. Instead, it will provide
a "working capital adjustment payment," valued
by one analyst at $50 million to $100 million. The
payment will be based on the value of inventory at
the stores at the time the deal closes. The cost of the
licensing deal was not disclosed.
Disney has been trying to unload its stores as
part of a larger effort to dispose of non-core assets
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The downtown Disney Store in Orlando, Fla. This store, along with the rest of the chain was bought up by
Children’s Place
in a note to investors.
The Children's Place, based in Secaucus N.J.,
will continue to operate the stores under the Disney
name with a 15-year licensing agreement and
three, 10-year renewal options. It will not make an

such as sports teams. The once-profitable retail
chain hit a high of 700 stores in 2000. Since then,
Disney has been trimming the number of stores
(313 mall-based retail stores remain) but losing
money on the operation.

Disney will continue to operate the stores located inside its theme parks, as well as the flagship
Fifth Avenue store in New York. The stores will be
run by Disney's theme park division instead of its
consumer products arm. Disney is continuing to
seek a buyer for its European stores.
Children's Place will sell items online from its
retail stores, using the web site www.disneystore.com. While last week, Disney switched its
Internet retail operation to disneydirect.com.
Disney will continue to sell similar toys and items
on its Web site and through its mail order catalog,
operating as a competitor to the retail stores on
items such as plush toys. The company will sell
other merchandise, such as snow globes, exclusively.
Disney's consumer products division has been
operating at a profit recently as it began to license
products to large retailers such as Wal-Mart while
creating specialty lines of merchandise. Disney has
also entered the consumer electronics business,
selling Disney-themed computers, telephones and
DVD players.
Disney consumer products Chairman Andy
Mooney said Children's Place would pay mid-single-digit royalties after an initial two-year grace
period. Mooney said he expected The Children's
Place to expand the Disney franchise long term.
Disney has shown a growing interest in video
games, with Chief Executive Michael Eisner making an appearance at games industry trade show E3
earlier this year. Disney will raise game development investment by up to $40 million this year,
which would suppress operating income, Mooney
told an investment conference hosted by investment bank Harris Nesbitt. He said the consumer
products group would have sustainable operating
growth in the low double-digit range.
Mooney said Disney was interested in the
hand-held market, which appeals to a younger
crowd than video-console games. Mooney added
that Disney would tie in video games to movies,
and potentially launch games before films to help
promote them, as with "The Chronicles of Narnia,"
a new movie franchise that Disney will launch next
year based on the books by C.S. Lewis. He said
Disney would consider buying game publishers,
but would not make any acquisitions that would
dilute earnings.

Study abroad from London to Paris, then Rome
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The rue Borromee located between rue de Vaugirard and rue Blomet.

BY ADENIKE HUGGINS
Staff Writer

Call off the hounds! I’m back. True, it has been
a while, but I was on sort of a hiatus. I am still alive
and well. I just had to put some things into perspective and get focused. Because of that little
scare I had the last time about having a paper due
that I had not prepared for, I decided never to let
that happen again. Since then I have done even
less work (trust me I will graduate this spring) and
have even gone to Paris and am heading to Italy
next week. My strategy is this: work now, play
later. If that doesn’t work then laughter will do the
trick. Thus while I am here in the computer lab
doing a paper before I leave for Rome, I am distracting my focus by writing this article. It’s called
multi-tasking, and I think I’ve got a pretty good
grasp on it. I certainly enjoy writing these articles
because I can convey my personal experiences and
you get a glimpse into my zany thoughts.
So I finally got the nerve to take a picture with
the delightful yet elusive Smart Car. I was in Paris
on a cool night, the air was crisp with just a hint of
wind, Rue Boromee was abuzz with people seeking activities to partake on a Friday night. I was

exploratouring (a word I made up) trying to catch
the vibe as if it were a fly in the air. There is a kind
of energy about Paris at night to which no city can
compare. It seemed to just appear as if from out of
thin air, as if all other movement halted or was
moving at a painstakingly slow speed. Ok, so
maybe I overdid it a little bit with the literary elements, but the fact remains that I saw the Smart
Car and knew it was the right moment to take a
picture with it. Luckily the owner was nowhere to
be found, for if she had, and had heard my
American accent I might not be here today.
Due to the United States’ strained relations
with the French, I had been practicing diligently
Canadian talk. I perfected out and about but ‘eh’
was a bit more difficult. I decided before going to
France that if asked I would assume a Canadian
nationality, for safety. It turned out to be not so bad
after all, as nobody made me feel especially horrible for being American not speaking French yes,
but not for being American. The lack of French
speaking is where you definitely get a whiff of that
French arrogance. It isn’t a good smell at all, but it
is understandable. We expect that everywhere we
go people will speak English. Well in France
everybody doesn’t speak English. Once they see
that you don’t speak French you might get a look

of disgust, get ignored or have them continue to
speak in French regardless of your comprehension. When that happens you do the typical foreign
response — smile and nod. I did a lot of that for
sure. Overall I didn’t find anything suspicious, but
for when they would laugh after I nodded.
The funniest thing had to be when I was at a
McDonald’s on Champs Elysee. I ordered my regular fish filet without cheese, with lettuce and
tomatoes in English. She gave me the look of disgust and then called somebody over. I figured that
this other cashier spoke English. In my best
Franglais, I got them to understand the without
cheese, but we were stuck on adding lettuce and
tomatoes. I pointed to an example of a burger that
had lettuce and tomatoes and she had a “jinkees”
moment like Velma from Scooby Doo. I thought
we were all in agreement until she gave me the
burger. At that point, I was hot and hungry, not a
very good combination. I got grumpy and began to
explain to her with an attitude that I didn’t order
the burger. We both proceeded to express our frustrations at each other in our own languages, neither
of us understanding exactly what the other was
saying but the body language said it all. We
weren’t having it, she had to put in a void, and I
didn’t care as long as I got what I ordered.

Other than the small challenge of not understanding any of what the French said, the city was
beautiful. So many historic sites in such a small
area. The Arc d’Triomphe overlooks all of the
grand boulevards and avenues as well as the
Parisian skyline. The Eiffel Tower’s flickering
lights during the first 10 minutes of each hour at
night is truly a sight to behold. Riding on the Seine
river, seeing the Louvre and the famous Mona
Lisa, visiting Notre Dame and Sacred Heart
church and taking a bike tour at night around the
city made it a weekend well spent. So what if I didn’t have the words to communicate effectively
with the 2.15 million people in Paris? It is all worth
it because I got to take tons of pictures worth thousands of words! Que sera!
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Fare Hikes? Fair Hikes?
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We heard this a year and a half ago—the Metropolitan
Transit Authority subway, commuter train and bus fares are
on the rise. Enter 2004 and nothing has changed. This
week, the MTA held hearings throughout the metropolitan
area, listening to concerned commuters as they expressed
their fears over the pending transit hikes that will only
increase the burden on cash-strapped New Yorkers to get to
school or work—and ensure that the city continues to run.
The hikes, intended to increase the bloated fares on
express busses to $6,, 7 Day-Express Bus Pass to $50 30Day Unlimited Ride MetroCards can increase from $70 to
a possible $84, 7-Day Unlimited Ride MetroCards from
$21 to a possible $24 and increase the 1-Day Unlimited
Ride MetroCard from $7 to $8. The Long Island Rail Road
and Metro North are also on track for incremental fare
increases. In addition, increases are proposed for all of the
structures under the auspices of the members of the
Triborough Bridge and Tunnel Authority Crossings. Also
getting the ax are subway 160 token booths, a move that
will reduce subway supervision at the turnstiles and may
cause subway crime to spiral out of control.
Compared to other cities with large transit systems, we
are getting the shaft. Granted that all of the systems run on
a far smaller scale, the price to commute in New York is far
more. In Boston, most rides on the “T” cost $1.25, in
Philadelphia subway and bus tokens cost $1.30 with transfers costing an additional 60 cents and in Washington D.C.
fares vary from $1.35 to $3.90 depending on distance of the
trip.
In the past year, many MTA officials took large pay hikes,
those increases mean little in the grand scheme of things,
but the kickbacks may be of major help to those occupying

the big corner office—but do not help the three million riders that use the subways on a daily basis.
As students, we must do the math and realize the impact
of the fare increases. The possible $14 dollar hike per
month in a semester on the monthly MetroCard is the
equivalent of paying for a mid-priced textbook or three
weeks of pizza lunches and in the end it all adds up and we
pay the bill.
Currently, the MTA gives out full and half-fare
MetroCards to students in New York City from grades 7-12.
The MTA should consider it for full-time CUNY students as
well.
In September, New Jersey Transit gave 25 percent discounts on monthly rail and bus passes throughout the year
to New Jersey College Students. Those campuses include
Drew University, Montclair State University, Seton Hall
University, William Patterson University, and the Rutgers
Universities in New Brunswick, Newark and Camden, during a test program that ran during the week of September
8-15.
The MTA should try something new. Maybe, a pilot program for college students too. Discounted CUNY
MetroCards?
With many more CUNY students using e-permit to finish
their necessary courses towards the completion of their
degree, a CUNY Citypass might be a great idea as well.
The fact is that unsound money managing practices are
now coming back to bite the commuter—the majority of
which use the transit system for work over pleasure.
How about a break for CUNY students? You will get your
fair share from us when we are working too.

At last Tuesday evening’s meeting of the
Undergraduate Student Government, Associate Vice
President of Buildings and Grounds Dan Kaufmann
addressed the numerous concerns that the government frequently addresses in regard to the imperfections that are pointed out on a daily basis about life
on the Baruch College campus.
We applaud Kaufmann for coming to speak in front
of the USG on short notice and sitting in front of the
government for 45 minutes and delivering the state of

the campus facilities to the student representatives.
In the end, complaints about the Vertical Campus
make a nice conversation piece, but $317 million dollars and $53 million in overruns later, this is what we
have and will have as the centerpiece of this campus
of a very long time.
But, taking action on those complaints and challenging those parties who have the power to make
change for will lead to the most favorable result—
RESULTS.

It Isn’t Perfect, But It’s A Start

Goal Achieved!

This semester, going unnoticed the men’s soccer
pulled off a feat that is worthy of mention—their first
ever CUNY Athletic Conference championship.
Coming off a lackluster showing in the 2003 season, ending with three wins in total and none against
other CUNY schools, Baruch completed this season
that is nothing short of remarkable.
With a new approach, first-year Head Coach
Ranford Chanpagnie and assistants Dima
Kamenshchik and Evis Damianos, Baruch practiced
harder and congealed as a team, compiling 11 wins
(8 in the conference). Entering the conference playoffs as a fourth seed, Baruch knocked off Hunter,
first-seeded CCNY and John Jay in order to achieve

the impossible—a conference championship. And for
that, Champagnie won the coach of the year honors
for the conference.
These achievements have come under the radar. At
Baruch, athletics receives little attention. With the
exception of basketball, swimming and volleyball—
most teams play their home games off campus in boroughs other than Manhattan and receive little fan
support.
Despite the lack of support, the team made the most
of their situation and emerged victorious.
Congratulations to the 24 members of the team for
proving what a difference a year makes.

Quote of the Week:
“Even though its ugly, you don’t want to lose your leg because of a piece of
snow”
-Dan Kaufmann, Associate Vice President of Buildings and Grounds on the scaffolding that Vertical Campus every winter.
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Professors! Let the forces of the
market find equilibrium
JOHANN VALVERDE

It’s all akademik
DAN MARCHIONE

For a company in “dire” financial
times, the MTA is acting quite sure of
itself these days and is even going so far
as to actually reject money coming into
their business. First off, it is well known
that the MTA is in fact a monopoly, no
two ways about it. There is no competitive transit system and therefore the citizens of New York City have no other
choice but to deal with the nonsense the
MTA feeds us about financial trouble. It
is quite funny how a mere five years ago
the MTA was applauding itself for the
record surplus it was enjoying. So much
so that it decided a massive number of
improvements to the system because of
the additional funds available.
It is truly beautiful to see the train stations of New York get retiled. And there
is nothing more beautiful than the new
lighting systems added to these privileged stations. From lights to tiles, all
New York’s hard earned money is going
to waste. Would the subway system look
better? Sure, a facelift could help anybody. Would the stations be safer at night
with more lighting? Probably, there is
nothing that needs to be seen more clearly than that bum “relieving” himself on
the bench hundreds of people sit on during the day. But why shouldn’t the MTA
use its funds for this?
Probably because they cannot run their
train system correctly. Sure there will be
brand new stations for riders to enjoy,
but they will not be enjoying them when
they have to wait over an hour to catch a
train to Queens. Only to be held in the
station, with the train to be moving shortly, and with their patience being greatly
appreciated by the MTA. So would it not
make sense to use the money they receive
now to run the system more efficiently
and worry about the aesthetic looks later.
If money is so tight why is the MTA
dumping millions of dollars on new tiles,
while planning to layoff thousands of
workers?
Therefore, one would be safe to assume
that the MTA would gladly take advantage of any addition funds coming into
their coffers. From advertisements to
vending machines, there are million different ways that the MTA can bring in
money, rather than increasing the fares
for riders (again). So why would this
company reject an entire ad campaign
from a company?
Recently, Akademiks clothing company

began running a new ad campaign with
the slogan “Read Books, Get Brain.” In
of itself a harmless series of advertisements for buses and trains. Until someone noticed the connection between the
ad’s slogan and the picture shown: an
attractive young woman, on her knees, in
her panties, holding a book. This genius
put the two together and suddenly the
term brain took its slang meaning for oral
sex. Immediately the MTA pulled the ad
and attacked Akademiks for trying to pull
a fast one on them. So now the MTA has
proven itself poorly managed because it
cannot manage a huge surplus, and they
have no ethics because they promoted an
offensive ad and only banned it after an
outcry all the while keeping the ad’s
money.
However, the ad itself was quite entertaining. The young woman was highly
attractive and the pose was enough to
make any male with working testosterone
take notice. As any “D” level student in
basic marketing knows, sex sells. This
ad hit that right on target. A half-naked
woman in a position suggesting oral sex
will definitely turn some heads.
Unfortunately all the politically correct
nuts came out of the woodwork for this
one. They attacked the ad for all sorts of
problems. “It’s too provocative.” “It
sends a poor message to the kids.” “Why
must the woman be nearly naked?” “Is it
necessary to make a correlation between
reading and oral sex?” Here is the real
question, “Why not?” Most people never
heard of Akademiks before this ad campaign, but many more people will be
interested now, especially young males.
Technically it sends a good message to
read more books, it just added a little
sexiness to the advertisement. All those
opposing the ad should be ashamed of
themselves for trying to censor the
advertisements seen in the city, especially considering most males would enjoy
seeing the ad on t-he sides of buses and
in the subway stations. However, the
MTA of all people should be the most
ashamed. They took the ad knowing full
well what was said on it and what the
meaning was (somehow ignorance about
head meaning oral sex doesn’t fly in this
case). But one should not be surprised by
these tactics from the MTA. They always
take people’s money and then renege on
their promises afterwards.

Indeed, the noise pollution created in classrooms by the students who do not want to be
there is an unbearable frustration. Yet, it is not
the student’s fault. The students’ panoply of
noises (e.g. cell phones, laptops, ichat, conversations, rustling the backpack trying to find the
Mentos) is the phenomenon of Baruchnomics. If
the noise-pollution is a negative externality (i.e.
actions by an entity or individual that in the
course of their production causes nuisance or
harm to bystanders), then what?
The professors are the ones who produced
this inefficient market; thus, noise pollution
becomes a noxious externality at a high cost for
us, Baruchians who desire to be there.
Why would high-qualified professors like to
take attendance in a 400-student class? It is
totally inefficient. It has no productivity or
major benefit whatsoever. It is, however, a very
well known custom. This regulation, attendance,
sets an anchor for somebody who does not want
to be there. Ergo, once there, this individual
retaliates with a plethora of nuisances. Have you
seen any benefit yet? There is none.
The best solution is: Let The Forces of The
Market Work!
Professors, there is no need to hold hands.
We are adults. Further, if we feel that the class is
boring and think that we have a better opportunity staying home and studying by ourselves,
then, let us work. Let us cross-examine the case
of my Psychology 1001 class. There are three
professors: Dr. Aston Martin, Mel Practiss and I.
Emma Loz.
Professor Martin is the top dog. He has experience, worldwide knowledge; he is clear, very
articulate and walks around expressing himself
adequately with an absorbing comic story to
keep us on the edge of our seats. The class is an
hour and 40 minutes, yet with him it seems like
half an hour. Fascinating.
Professor Practiss puts less emphasis on the
lecture. She stands in one place. She is predictable and redundant.
And then there is Professor Loz. She is the
traditional professor that will put you to sleep.
She salutes the class and then practically knocks
you down by reading everything from
PowerPoint slides.
Now, with Martin the attention level soars to
meet the limit – with zero causalities or negative
externalities. With Practiss and Loz the attention level drops significantly; ergo, noise pollution appears, making the class agonizing.
Ipso facto, who is to blame? Fact: The students will not stop noise polluting unless their
attention rises. Simply put, Martin has to lecture
every class. Nevertheless, that is impossible,
albeit, preferable. Then, the other two professors either stop taking attendance or upgrade
their methodology — the latter, a dubious
prospect.
With Practiss and Loz noise pollution gears
to full stroke in high yield and disrupts the

whole hour and 40 minutes. The conversations,
the cell phones; it is just an excruciating waste
of time.
Thus, professors, stop taking attendance. Let
students vote with their feet! The forces will find
equilibrium and if the students consider you talented and far-reaching, attendance will rise
making pollution fall. Otherwise, the class can
become a rocky road that affects students like
me who can be more productive staying home
when Practiss or Loz gives class.
Last week, for example, a professor tired and
defeated from the noise said out loud, “Whoever
wants to leave can leave.” Two thirds of the
class at 5-150 stood up and left, leaving 80 students, give or take. It was a work of the market;
there was no noise, students felt closer and started asking questions more frequently. The professor felt less anxiety and the T.A.’s work was
minimized, so that in the long run he would not
be needed. When asked why he took attendance
the professor quipped, “I feel that if a student
comes to my office telling me that they do not
understand I can always rely on attendance and
see if they have been there for class.”
The Spill Over Effect: Not taking attendance
will create less crowded computer labs, classrooms — in short, a less-crowded campus. Also,
fewer supplies will be needed, more attention
for the remaining students and less work for the
professor. The T.A. will be needed only to handle and/or assist during exams. Finally, I will
come to class because even though the professor
is not as good as Martin, there will be no noisepollution to disrupt my attention.
Hopefully, Madame President Waldron will
read this article and choose to let the market
forces do their work. Or at least, Madame
President, urge your professors, in good faith, to
consider the externalities of having somebody
who does not want to be in class. So in that, the
rest gain and productivity soars.
Madame President Waldron, this is a cry for
your help and direct participation. Give us, the
students, a better environment in which to perform. The classes will not be empty; it is a guarantee. Clearly, several friends of mine assured
me that in Harvard, Yale, or MIT undergraduate
classrooms have no recollection of attendance.
If by chance this inefficient regulation –taking attendance–-- stands, we Baruchians will
divide instead of spooling because competition
is stifled and dynamics perish due to the lack of
motivation.
In the same vein the professors that do not
upgrade or find better methods of teaching will
find themselves with a classroom of few. Bona
fide intentions yield great results and this
attempt to create a better Baruch comes from
your students. Madame President Waldron lead
us to a better and more efficient campus.
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students. Please note that all pieces must be signed. Unsigned pieces will not be published. However, when appropriate, names will be withheld upon request. Publication of Op-Ed articles is contingent upon an editorial board vote.
Writers should provide day and evening telephone numbers, as well as an e-mail address if possible. All submissions are subject to editing for space and clarity. Address all opinion pieces and letters to the Op-Ed editor.
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Is the ISSC helping int’l students?
NAME WITHHELD

The apparent attempt by some of the current
and former staff of the International Student
Services Center to undermine or perhaps to
intimidate those in attendance at United
International Student Body’s November 4th
Information Session was absolutely ridiculous.
From my understanding, since the club’s
establishment last year, there has never been a
single representative from the ISSC present at
any meetings or expressing any substantial
interest in the club or its objectives. Yet conveniently, upon the announcement of guest
speaker James Murphy (Assistant VicePresident for Enrollment Undergraduate
Admissions/Financial Aid) on Nov. ‘04, in
attendance were Former Supervisor of the
ISSC, Steven Goldberg, Acting Supervisor of
ISSC, Ramonita Garcia, some staff members
and few opposers to Goldberg’s recent
removal from the office.
This meeting was in no way aimed at bashing any office within the college nor did it
have any other negative intentions. It was
solely aimed at addressing the many growing
concerns of Baruch’s international students
and making them aware of the efforts that are
being made both by United International
Student Body and by the college’s administration on their behalf. Interestingly enough, neither Goldberg nor Garcia uttered clearly audible words to address the entire audience but
Goldberg could be seen and heard prompting
and leading the strategically placed mouthpieces that had tagged along with him to obviously criticize and cast doubt on the students’
comments and to disrupt the meeting. They
were being unnecessarily defensive especially
since no one was accusing them or anyone else
at the meeting, or within the school for that
matter. For example, in response to a comment that information was not being provided
to international students in an adequate manner, one very persistent mouthpiece contra-

dicted this and replied that it was available to
the students through Freshman Orientation
and at the ISSC.
Though students, I’m sure, are greatly appreciative of the recent efforts made by the
Center, e.g. the online tutorial, what she
neglected to consider, is that the students who
had either entered Baruch prior to this program being put in place in the orientation
process or entered as transferred students have
no idea of the existence of some of this information. This is further worsened by the fact
that a great majority of us are scared to enter
that office to seek information due the attitudes, disrespectful manner and blatant ridiculously rude, 2nd class and insulting treatment
that we receive at the hands of some of the
staff members, Goldberg especially and the
now Acting Supervisor.
Another person whose purpose of attending
was obviously to question an administrative
decision to remove Goldberg from the ISSC,
posed relevant questions to Murphy and was
quickly advised that this was a personnel matter not to be discussed with persons who did
not have relevant authorization. Prior to the
meeting Goldberg and this young lady were
seen and heard planning their strategy.
Though Goldberg’s anxiety at being removed
from the office is understandable, maybe his
incessant rudeness could have been the cause
of his removal or it may have been some other
factor. Either way, international students and
certainly not the United International Student
Body are to be blamed since we have no clout
in personnel decisions and especially since
there have been complaints made about him
for years with no results.
Though initially, they may have succeeded at
intimidating some of us, Murphy quickly put
that in check when he advised students that if
they experienced any problems on visiting the
ISSC, they should report them to him.

Fasting...and a question
AYESHA AJAZ

Muslims have always had to answer several
questions regarding Islam and its rulings on
hijabs (the scarves women use to cover their
heads), fasting and marriages. During a discussion I was having with my little circle of friends
up in the Ticker office, someone raised a
strange question: What happens if Muslims
don’t fast?
Sure, people accept Jews and Muslims fasting
on specific occasions at face value: it is part of
the requirements of their religions. The “why”
is left to an individual’s own interpretation.
Fasting is a practice suggested or required in
each of the three Abrahamic religions: Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam. Even Hinduism and
Buddhism suggest varying degrees of fasting as
desirable. Fasting is more than just a day without food - it should have spiritual value and
rewards. It can be called a test of faith or how
much a person believes in God and His rewards
in the hereafter.
A devout Muslim’s ultimate goal is to make
his or her life after death “worth dying for.” In
order to do so, they must avoid activities that
are even remotely sinful and indulge in activities that earn God’s favor. During Ramadan,
besides abstaining from food and drink,
Muslims are expected to refrain from the many
social evils that people normally let by without
much thought. Evils such as lying, cursing,
backbiting, or even common gossip are thought
to deteriorate a person’s personality and diminish his or her sense of dignity. Fasting is one of
the five pillars of Islam on which the doctrine of
the religion rests, the other four being belief in
one God, the holy pilgrimage, alms to the needy
called “zakah” and the five prayers and day.
Ramadan, a month of the lunar calendar, is
deemed so holy because the Quran was
revealed on the Prophet in this month. Because
of the month’s holiness, it is instructed that a
Muslim strives to stay clear of any possible evil,
big or small, and is a surefire way to earn maximum rewards in a short span of time and practice this ideal routine for the rest of the year.
Ramadan is one month in which Muslims ideally spend all of their free time reading the holy

book, the Quran, and help the needy with
“zakah.” It is tough work to control one’s
instinctual needs for food, water, sex or even
confrontations. Patience is the one lesson that is
developed through fasting. The Prophet
Muhammad is said to have instructed Muslims
to avoid even little arguments. Patience is necessary for calming aggravated nerves, especially when one is hungry, thirsty and very irritable.
Muslims do it and that is said to earn God’s
good favor. Anger is one of the evils that Islam
condemns vehemently, because it has the tendency to multiply troubles, leading to bigger
complications and sins.
Islam, like other Abrahamic religions, teaches
that what people do in this life will be accounted for in the life after death and repaid in the
form of eternal residence in either heaven or
hell. In both cases, several levels of intensity are
present.
In Islamic teachings, to progress from level to
level in heaven, a person must attain several
stages of “taqwa” or awe for God. It is said that
Muslims who don’t fast will not be allowed to
enter a higher level of heaven - the gates will be
closed on them. “In Paradise, there is a gate
called Rayyan through which only the
observers of fast would enter. None else would
enter along with them,” so declares a saying of
the Prophet Muhammad. That answers the
questions about what supposedly happens if
Muslims don’t fast.
Sometimes a person is not required to fast due
to natural indisposition to do so. These valid
reasons for not fasting are: being on a journey,
pregnancy, weakness and old age, sickness, if a
mother is suckling her infant, or insanity.
People in these cases can make up for the
missed days later when not disabled by the
above reasons or they can also feed or give
charity an amount equivalent to feeding one
person twice a day, for each day of fasting
missed.
By the time this paper comes out, we would
be done with fasting, and now the feasts begin.
My favorite holiday (technically the only
Islamic holiday): Eid!!

Much Ado About Blecher

Dear Editor:
After reading The Ticker (Nov. 1st), I was quite thrown out of equilibrium when I saw that your
Copy Chief, Jennifer Blecher, denounced Matthew Benecke in her “response” to his criticism of an
article she wrote last week. Indeed I drafted a long and poisonous response to her with every intention of submitting it as an Op-Ed piece. However, once I calmed down and saw the situation with
more objectivity, I realized that I should not sink to her level and lose all sense of class and professionalism (my thanks to my friend for the hour-and-half conversation to allow me to see that). Hence
I opted to write a formal letter instead
Being that three of my friends work for The Ticker on a regular basis, I actually read this paper
every week (most notably “Dan’s Desk”… a great column). I have come to respect the paper, most
recently for its upgrade to full-fledged color and also for the quality ad-sponsors your people manage to get. I know you all work hard and even in some instances, are an instrument for change. More
than once I have heard of your crew’s mission to continue to increase the quality of this paper. That
is why I cannot fathom the reason behind the publishing of Blecher’s response. In one fell swoop
she managed to show everyone what it was like to argue in elementary school by calling Benecke’s
entire article “lame, [and] nonsensical,” and implying that he has no “common sense.” Furthermore
she managed to insult all business majors by saying that we are inept at “reading comprehension”
and went on to imply that our craft is restricted to “buying and selling.” Such immature, uncultured,
and unlearned comments reflect how much of a child she really is and, because she is part of the
Ticker staff, really lowers the quality of your paper. She made it clear to everyone that, while she
could go on a tirade insulting the administration and students of both the Baruch Honors Program
and the CUNY Honors College, she could not take being criticized by someone else. What other reason could there be for her speedy “response” to Benecke’s retort? It is also quite obvious that she is
the type of person who loves to have the last word. I have seen her kind many times in the past… it
is nothing unique or special… it is just a perfect example of how someone can dish it out but can’t
take it in. She fits the common mold of a disgruntled organization member (in this case it appears to
be the Honors College) who needs to lash out in a public forum because no one else will give her
the time of day.
But alas, I have digressed a bit. An Op-Ed section is not meant to be a forum for pure verbal attacks.
Benecke’s piece, while far from diplomatic, was backed by assertions and arguments that he
believed were valid. He was genuinely infuriated at Blecher’s tirades, more so for her inaccuracies
and ignorant generalizations than from anything else. However, Blecher gave a response in the form
of derogatory rhetoric, which seeks more to insult Benecke than refute his statements. It would have
been another thing had she taken the proper route for someone of her age (I am thinking she is an
adult, but I might be assuming too much it seems…), and just defended her position with more facts
or revisions of stated ones. It would not have even been inappropriate to throw in a little venom (just
a LITTLE) in the mix as well... Unfortunately, she lowered the class of The Ticker by choosing the
childish route and just used crude comments that sought to insult not just Benecke, but also in the
process, besmirch all business majors, including myself.
I love finance… it is something I have a passion for… who is this woman to insult something I
love when she clearly knows little to nothing about it? And who is she to try to verbally abuse an
individual who just happens to disagree with her views? Is this any way for a staff member of The
Ticker to act? I thought you all want to encourage people to contribute… not hold the threat of disparagement over their heads if the subject is not to someone’s liking? Perhaps had it been another
casual writer, it would not have held much weight… but the bar is held higher for Blecher because
she is supposed to be a representative of the paper...and she obviously fell way below that bar when
she childishly tried to insult Benecke.
So to the readers of this paper know this:
Be careful when you think about publicly disagreeing with a staff writer next time… you just might
incur the worst verbal assault of your life.

Birds of a feather

ALAN LIANG

Dear Editor:
I am writing in response to the article by Jennifer Blecher that attributes an “air of superiority” to a substantial portion of CUNY Honors College students. While the article is well
written, it conveys an unfair and misguided idea about these students. As a member of the
inaugural CHC class, I would like to clarify some issues.
CHC students are a diverse group of individuals who share in common a serious approach
to school and an interest in getting involved. As with any kind of community, these students
identify best with those who are most like them. Because they are constantly around each
other in the classroom and also at CHC-oriented events and workshops — they feel comfortable around each other and share a unique connection. This does not suggest that they look
down on their non-CHC classmates or treat them condescendingly.
The article asserts that CHC students have proven themselves to be no better than other students. CHC students have worked hard to achieve and maintain exceptional grades. While
some Baruch students are simply there for the sake of attendance, CHC students have
assumed leadership roles in the school’s various clubs and have helped introduce an enthusiasm to a school sometimes lacking.
I believe that the CUNY Honors students have contributed a lot. Although there are, of
course, some exceptions, the majority of students make for an excellent representative sample.

Professor out on a technicality?

ADAM DAYAN

The following letters are in response to the article “Popular professor may lose job over publishing requirement” that appeared in the November 1, 2004 issue of The Ticker. The responses were
posted on www.theticker.org.
Dear Editor:
I’m all for helping good professors but why didn’t he fulfill his requirements? The article speaks
to everyone but him. What’s his excuse? If I didn’t fulfill my class requirements I wouldn’t graduate.
BRIAN SWITZER

Dear Editor:
I can agree with the comment made by Switzer, however, I do believe in giving second
chances. Yes we do not know why he did not fulfill his requirements, but does it really matter?
Obviously he is a good professor. Life is so simple so let’s not complicate it. I hope his tenure is
renewed.
NAME WITHHELD
Dear Editor:
If you do a little research, you’ll notice that not all of the professors that are full-time faculty in
the law department, or in other departments, are particularly prolific with their published works.
Furthermore, look at the areas that Professor Glassman specializes in: Contracts, Torts and
Insurance — these are what can be considered to be “explored territory,” and compare that to
what, say, Professor Mullings does: Employment Law, very much a highly contested area.
NAME WITHHELD

Correction: In the November 8, 2004 issue of The Ticker, the letter “We’re Diffferent, How
Exactly?” went unnamed. Matt Benecke wrote the letter.
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U2 masters the dismantling of an atomic bomb

BY SEAN DONOVAN
Staff Writer

Twenty-four years on, and we're still listening with eager ears.
Legendary rock bands are usually forgiven
for their latter-day musical miscues; as long as
they play their hits when they go on tour, we
don't mind too much that their latest album is
an artless grasp for the long-gone glories of
their prime. So why has it never been that way
with U2? How can a band whose debut album
was released when the last shady two-term
Republican entered the White House still move
units, still score hit singles, still matter? I can't
tell you how they do it. But, boy, have they
done it again this year. How to Dismantle an
Atomic Bomb, the band's 11th album, is a triumph. It finds the group not only outperforming their peers (like REM), but still competing
with the latest wave of alt-rock bands; among
which, some rock critics believe, lays the 'next
U2.' Well, who needs a new U2 when the old
one can still churn out an album as epic and
powerful as this?
On the band's last record, 2000's All That
You Can't Leave Behind, they were crafting
mid-tempo, radio-friendly songs with hopes of
toppling boy bands and pop queens from the
tops of the charts. As noble as their intentions
may have been, they were still just fighting pop
with pop, crafting a middle-of-the-road pop
album of their own. How to Dismantle an
Atomic Bomb, on the other hand, is a weapon
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Rock superstars U2 deliver another smash album with How to Dismantle An Atomic Bomb, which hits Nov. 23.
of pop destruction. From the garage-rock rawness of album opener “Vertigo,” to the stomping, swaggering “All Because Of You,” and
right down to the swampy, pacifist blues of
“Love And Peace Or Else,” it is clear that U2
are less interested in outdoing manufactured

Helmet proves size does matter

BY JULIAN ARENZON
Contributing Writer

The “proto-metal” band Helmet, lead by
Page Hamilton, recently rele--ased their new
album to great reviews.
The 7-year-old group’s collection is aptly
named “Size Matters.” According to
Hamilton, the title refers to America’s fixation
with getting things “higher, louder, bigger,
and faster.”
Fans of Anthrax, Bush (the rock group),
and Rob Zombie rejoice. Hamilton brought to
Helmet bass player Frank Bello, guitarist
Chris Traynor, and drummer John Tempesta
(from their respective music groups).
As one of the widely proclaimed inventors
of nu-metal, Hamilton takes a stab at a new
angle in his new disc; which adds a sort of
melodic tone to his usually bone-snapping
lyrics. The CD contains 11 tracks, all with
their own feel. From the first track, “Smart,”
which is a head-banger’s dream, to the disc’s
concluding song “Last Breath,” Helmet
assures hard-rock fans 40 non-stop minutes of
mosh-pit fun.

Through its hardcore sounds, Helmet manages to create a CD with the ability to drag
fans bored with today’s metal bands back to
the clubs. The disc’s lyrics, all written by
Hamilton, are words of a poet to not only followers of the group, but anyone who can
appreciate metal music. Those who might be
disappointed by the album might be those
conservative metal fans that will find such
songs as “Unwound” a betrayal of traditional
music. Though it retains its basic essence, it
travels too close to the punk rock that is far
from what metal stands for.
Another complaint that critics of the album
had was that Bello, who would traditionally
play background, joins both Hamilton and
Traynor in the melodic foreground. To some
this would be a mere detail that doesn’t affect
the main template of the songs, but to those
who follow the music to the note, it’s a big
deal.
Helmet’s new album is proving to be a
great mixture of old and new, and like all
albums fans will find things they love and
things they hate about the CD. Fans of Helmet
will not be disappointed too badly.
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From left, Frank Bello, Page Hamiliton, Chris Traynor, and John Tempesta, members of Helmet.

pop stars this time than with holding their own
alongside a new generation of rock bands.
Atomic Bomb is not lacking in the slowburning epics for which U2 is famous, however. The rousing “Miracle Drug” — a song about
a paraplegic boy from the band's hometown

who overcame his physical and mental handicaps to become an award-winning poet —
ranks as one of U2's most fully-realized songs.
Gently lilting strings and The Edge's twinkling
guitar harmonics underscore the hopeful verses. That same guitar reaches for the heavens in
the chorus; The Edge's unmistakable chime lifts
Bono's soaring vocals. It's destined to be a live
favorite.
“Sometimes You Can't Make It On Your
Own” is a somber ode to Bono's deceased
father. “It's you when I look in the mirror, it's
you when I pick up the phone,” Bono sings.
Poised as this album's next single, this steelyeyed ballad will no doubt draw comparisons to
U2's career-defining hit “One.” On “City Of
Blinding Lights,” the band almost recaptures
the anthemic majesty of their 1987 classic
“Where The Streets Have No Name.”
U2 recently signed a deal with Apple to
launch a special-edition “U2 iPod.” This
album's lead single, “Vertigo,” is also heavily
featured in a current iPod advertising campaign. Ever the savvy businessmen, U2 have
thus aligned themselves with a revolutionary
technology that is changing the way the world
listens to music. This move is just another
example of how U2 are always looking forward. It is their eternal desire to stay modern, to
redefine themselves, and to be, as Bono often
haughtily proclaims, “the best band in the
world,” that makes them the most exciting
force in mainstream rock today. Here's to
another 24 years.

The many faces of George Washington
BY JOEL NEY
Staff Writer

You know you're not entering a time
machine when you enter the doors of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, but the vast
repository of original art pieces contained
inside can help make it seem that you are
venturing into a little time-travel. Many of
the masterpieces have made their individual
marks on art history - and on history itself,
as well. In particular, the current special
exhibition of paintings by the portraitist
Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828) is astounding in
its historical value for our country.
In one of the many halls occupied by the
exhibition, a set of nearly 20 world-famous
original portraits of America's first president, George Washington, align from wallto-wall. There's no escaping the president's
familiar stare. These portraits are the exact
ones that have been reproduced countless
times in millions of history books, and it's
worth mentioning that these were the original models for the picture we see everyday
on the $1 bill. Our longtime acquaintance
with Washington's face is really amazing;
primarily through Gilbert Stuart's artistic
vision, George Washington has achieved a
type of mega-superstar celebrity status.
Walking into this room and suddenly
encountering these works may seem like a
massive “blast from the past” — not just
from the realm of Americana, but from our
own personal reminiscences and thoughts
even since childhood. The priceless works
collected here are on loan from some of
America's finest and most important cultural institutions, including the Smithsonian
Institution's National Portrait Gallery; the
Brooklyn Museum; the Corcoran Gallery in
Washington, D.C.; and of course the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, amongst others. The only piece in the room which is not
an original is the “digital image” print of the
painting of the president in an unusual reddish-brown coat, from the untouchable
Frick Collection. But the presence of the

other works, which include full-body portraits and a very rare portrait of Mrs.
Washington, make the show complete.
While the George Washington paintings
are obviously the highlights of the show,
there are a number of portraits of other dignitaries that are quite remarkable. For
instance, one room contains two Stuart
paintings of the second President of the
Republic, John Adams: but one was painted
when Adams was in his 60s, and the other
was painted more than 20 years later (with
Adams and the artist aging, respectfully).
It's really fascinating to view these pieces in
the same room.
The rest of the show is very entertaining
as well. In the first exhibition hall, Stuart is
quoted on the wall as cleverly declaring
that, as a portraitist by profession, people
bring him “potatoes” and expect him to produce “peaches” on his canvas. Enough said.
The portraits do show that people haven't
really changed after all this time.
To note, while the Met “suggests” an
admission fee of about $12, the facts are
that it's a “pay-what-you-wish” policy every
day and you can enter for just a few cents or
a dollar with no problems whatsoever. I
don't mean to cut the museum's funding —
they certainly deserve much support — but,
as a student myself, I know we can be short
of cash. That shouldn't dissuade you from
visiting this exceptional show of priceless
paintings and personally finding our
Founding Fathers.
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Country music sensation Shania Twain is still the one
BY NICOLE LEE
Contributing Writer
She is the best-selling female artist of all
time. Three of her four albums were certified
platinum in a row and two of her albums were
certified gold. With seven No. 1 hit songs, five
Grammy awards, two American Music awards,
and four Canadian Country Music Association
awards, she is an international superstar. On
Nov. 9, Shania Twain released her first ever
Greatest Hits CD.
Twain does not disappoint with this collection of hits spanning the albums The Woman In
Me (1995) to the more recent Up! (2002) It's a
feel good album complete with Twain's signature country rock sound. Songs such as
“Forever And For Always” and “The Woman In
Me” reflect Twain's thoughtful and romantic
side, while songs like “Honey, I'm Home” and
“Whose Bed Have Your Boots Been Under?”
show us her ability to have fun. For long-time
fans, this is a must-have item. For others, who
might only recognize the songs “Man! I Feel
Like A Woman!” and “You're Still The One”,
this is your chance to get to know the many
facets of Twain's music.
It is interesting to note that the order of the
songs on this Greatest Hits album is not
chronological. Instead, Twain takes the listener
on a journey to the past, starting with hits from
her more recent album Up! and moving to the
very successful Come On Over album. The
album ends with hits from her Grammy-winning sophomore album The Woman In Me,
which produced four consecutive No. 1 songs
for the artist. The order of the songs makes this
an infectious album to listen to: you'll be mesmerized by the love and desire in “From This

hits from Twain's self-titled debut album, it is
because none of the songs on that album went
to No. 1. More importantly, “What Made You
Say That,” the only song that garnered recogni-

tion from that disappointing album, was not
written by Twain. And as every Shania fan
knows, Twain writes all her own lyrics along
with husband and producer Robert John “Mutt”
Lange. This is a notable difference between
typical country artists and Twain; many artists
record songs written by 'professional' songwriters. Twain on the other hand is a songwriter at
heart. All the songs on this Greatest Hits album
were penned by Twain, Mutt Lange, or both.
As with any greatest hits album, Twain
includes a few new songs, including my
favorite “Party For Two,” which teams Twain
with two very popular artists. Country newcomer Billy Currington accompanies Twain on
the country version of the song, while Sugar
Ray's Mark McGrath offers his voice on the
pop version. It's a flirtatious song with lyrics
like, “you'll be sexy in your socks” and “there'll
be lotsa one on one.” Both videos capture the
playfulness of the song and feature the artists
breaking dishes and swinging off a chandelier.
When people hear the term “country
music,” somehow an image of drunken rednecks wearing cowboy hats and carrying guitars slung around their necks comes to mind.
There is no question that Twain looks good in a
cowboy hat, but the typical country artist she is
not. If anything, she redefined what people
think about when they hear country music. Her
signature style appeals to music fans all around
the world and made country music fun and cool
to listen to. In fact, Twain is the only reason
why this musician listens to country music. She
opened the doors for other crossover artists and
broke the rules for what constitutes country
music. With the release of this Greatest Hits
CD, we are reminded that Shania Twain is still
the one.

Sometimes I dream

Escape

Sometimes I dream of stars that
twinkle in the twilight

She loves him dearly in her heart.
Patiently taking his abuse.
The past and present were so dark.
Looking into the future was no use.

PHOTO FROM WWW.SHANIATWAINCENTRE.COM

Country music superstar Shania Twain reaches far beyond standards of country music.
Moment On” and brought to your feet clapping
and snapping your fingers the next minute with
“(If You're Not In It For Love) I'm Outta Here!”
In case you're wondering why there are no

Expressions

Sometimes I dream of stuff that goes
BOO! That jump out at night
Sometimes I dream of a galaxy so far
away
Sometimes I dream that everything
will eventually work out alright
Sometimes I dream of cute and cuddly things

She cares for him and all his needs.
While he is taking her for granted.
He tortures her utnil she bleeds.
Until resentment seeds are planted.
Awaiting for the end to come.
She guility absorbs the pain.
With blade her life became undone.
And no one ever was to blame.
By: Kati Butenop
Possibly Tonight

Sometimes I’ll dream of people
whom make me smile so bright

a girl walks by, i wonder why,
i think that she could get it,
and yet she has no ass at all,
but hey, i never sweat it,

Sometimes I’ll dream of something
that will awaken me during the middle of the
night.

i chase her down, the empty hall,
and i catch just a peek,
i stop in shock, i hide my cock,
cuz damn, she is a geek

Sometimes I’ll just dream of all the
simple things in life
By: Alice Wong

so it's back to my room, back to the
grind,
the pimpin was not right
so when next will i meet my hand?
possibly tonight
By Senor Grimey
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Baruch Sports Briefs

Men’s Soccer

Ranford Champagnie Named CUNYAC
Soccer Coach of the Year
Six Players Receive CUNYAC All-Star
Honors
NEW YORK, NY (Nov. 9, 2004) –
Head coach Ranford Champagnie was
today named the 2004 CUNY Athletic
Conference Soccer Coach of the Year for
leading the Bearcats to their first-ever
NCAA Soccer Tournament appearance in
school history.
Six players also received CUNY honors by being named to either the First or
Second Team All-Star Squad for their brilliant efforts this "Worst to First Season.”
Champagnie, currently completing his
first season, took a team that finished 3-13
last season and turned them into CUNYAC Champions with an 11-3-1 record. He
worked all season with assistant coach
and '04 Baruch alum Dima Kamenshchik.
"I am grateful for the recognition of
this award voted on by my soccer peers
from around the conference," said
Champagnie. "The kids worked hard all
season and without them, I could not have
received this honor. I also want to take
this time to provide much due respect and
attention for my assistant Dima
Kamenshchik. I can not say enough posi-

tive things about his day-to-day efforts in
helping run the team."
Baruch, which had no all stars last season and did not win any weekly recognition awards this current season, saw two
players placed on the first team and four
players on the second team in the voting
process conducted by the league-wide
coaches.
Defender Thomas Murdoch, the Most
Valuable Player of the 2004 CUNY
Tournament, and the team's leading scorer
Alex Sokol (six goals) were named to the
CUNY First Team All-Star Squad.
Defender Chris Contti, forward Elyse
Pierre, and midfielders Caner Yilmaz and
Dwayne Campbell were each named to the
CUNY Second Team All-Star Squad.

* All information in “Baruch Sports
Briefs” is provided by Baruch Sports
Information and the Baruch College
Intercollegiate Athletics website at
baruch.cuny.edu/athletics.

Compiled By: PHILLIP GONG
Sports Editor

Upcoming Baruch Bearcats Sports Schedule

Sport

When

Fri. 11/19 @ 6 p.m.
Sat. 11/20 @ 3 p.m./ 8 p.m.

Arcadia (PA)
Third Place/Championship

N.J.C.U.
N.J.C.U.

Women’s
Basketball

Sat. 11/20 @ 4 p.m.
Sun. 11/21 @ 12 p.m./2 p.m.

Lesley (MA)
Third Place/Championship

Baruch
Baruch

Men’s and
Women’s
Swimming

Thu. 11/18 @ 5pm

Staten Island

Baruch

Men’s
Basketball

Opponent

Where

MEN’S SOCCER

Bridgewater State Defeats Baruch (2-0)
in First Round of NCAA Soccer Tournament
BRIDGEWATER, MASS (Nov. 10,
2004) — The Bridgewater State College
Men’s Soccer Team defeated Baruch, 20, in a first-round NCAA Tournament
soccer match played at Swenson Field in
Bridgewater, Mass.
Mike Quinn got the scoring started
for Bridgewater State (12-6-2) in the
fifth minute, as he flew down the right
sideline after accepting a feed from Matt
Bernstein.
Quinn sprinted to net and blistered a
shot past the keeper to give the Bears the
early 1-0 lead. The goal marked the 11th
of the season for Quinn, and the first
assist of the year for Bernstein.
After surviving an offensive flurry
early in the second half by Baruch,
Bridgewater received a big insurance

goal from Takashi Suzuki.
Josh
The play started when
Naginewicz fired a point-blank shot and
Suzuki came charging in to pounce on
the rebound for the 2-0 score in the 54th
minute.
Goalkeeper Jason Weinberger finished the match with nine saves and
Giorgi Darguashvili notched a team-high
three shots for Baruch.
The victory was the first-ever for
Bridgewater State in the NCAA Division
III Men's Soccer Tournament.
Baruch finished the season with an
11-4-1 record and with a large majority
of the roster returning next season, they
will hope to repeat their 2004 success
and build on the positive experiences of
the CUNYAC and NCAA Tournament.

2004-05 COMMISSIONER'S
CUP POINT STANDINGS
CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK
SENIOR COLLEGES:

BREAKDOWN OF POINTS:

1. HUNTER
2. CCNY
3. BARUCH
4. JOHN JAY
5. YORK
5. LEHMAN
7. BROOKLYN
7. STATEN ISLAND
9. MEDGAR EVERS
9. CITY TECH

(WT – 20 PTS; XC – 10 M, 10 W)
( WVB – 20 PTS; SOCCER – 10 PTS)
(WT– 3 PTS; WVB– 10 PTS; SOCCER– 10 PTS)
(WT – 10 PTS; SOCCER – 10 PTS)
(XC – M 3 PTS; W 5 PTS)
(XC – M 5 PTS; WVB – 3 PTS)
(XC – W 3 PTS)
( SOCCER – 3 PTS)
(-)
(-)

40
30
23
20
8
8
3
3
0
0

STANDINGS CURRENT AS OF
NOV. 12, 2004

S
T
E
K
C
I
TT
N
E
D
U
$ 30!
ST
Y
L
ON CES THROUGH DEC 17
*

L PE R FO
FOR AL

R MAN

“Take equa
l
of Jackie C parts
the Marx B han,
roth
and STOMP ers
—and blend
!”
CB S

Wed-Fri 8pm
Sat 2pm, 6pm, 9pm
Sun 2pm, 5:30pm

Call the Box Office 212-420-8000 and use code “GRACC30”
Minetta Lane Theatre, 18 Minetta Lane (Between West 3rd and Bleecker) Groups 212-302-7000
*This offer cannot be combined with any other discount and is not applicable to previously purchased tickets. All sales are final. No refunds or exchanges.
Subject to availability. Normal phone and Internet service fees apply. Limit 8 tickets per order. Offer valid 9/1/04 - 12/17/04. Offer not valid 11/19-28/04.
Offer may be revoked at any time. Must show student ID.

BEARCAT PROWLINGS
NOVEMBER 15, 2004

CUNYAC Fall ‘04

*Overall Record: 11-3-1
CUNYAC Record: 5-3

Season Game by Game Results
Excluding NCAA Tournament:

MEN’S SOCCER — C U N Y A C F I N A L S

FROM LAST TO FIRST:
BEARCATS ARE SOCCER CHAMPIONS

Thur., Sept. 9
YESHIVA
W 4-1
Sat., Sept. 11
SUNY-PURCHASE
W 2-1
Wed, Sept. 15
HUNTER
W 3-1
Mon., Sept. 20
@ Cooper Union
W 3-1
Wed., Sept. 22
@ Staten Island
L 0-2
Sat., Sept. 25
MEDGAR EVERS
W 2-1
Sat., Oct. 2
BROOKLYN
W 2-0
Mon. Oct. 4
@ SUNY-Maritime
W 2-1
Sat., Oct. 9
@ John Jay
L 1-3
Wed., Oct. 13
@ City Tech
W 6-0
Wed., Oct. 20
CCNY
L 0-1 (2-OT)
Sat. Oct. 23
YORK
W 2-1

Quarterfinals

Wed., Oct. 27
CUNYAC Tournament
vs. Hunter
@Metro Oval
W 1-0

Semifinals

Sat., Oct. 30
CUNYAC Tournament
vs. CCNY
@ Staten Island
W 3-2
Final

Sat., Nov. 6
CUNYAC Tournament
vs. John Jay
@ Staten Island
0-0
(Baruch wins final
on penalty kicks, 4-2)
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The high-spirited 2004 Baruch’s men’s soccer team celebrates a well-deserved CUNYAC Championship after defeating the John Jay Bloodhounds 4-2 in penalty kicks.
BY ROBERT BENIMOFF
Head Photographer

Ten minutes shy of two hours
since the first blown whistle, and the
sun was setting on the un-lighted CSI
soccer field. Four scoreless periods
had passed (two regular, two overtime). Bearcats and Bloodhounds
alike formed a single line near the

Men’s Soccer Final
CUNYAC Championship
(Penalty Kicks)
John Jay
2
Baruch
4
mid-field, and faced the northern goal
for one final showdown. There can be
no tie in the CUNYAC final match.
When the plastic turf and rubber dirt
had settled, the Baruch Bearcats had
literally gone from worst to first, and
captured the CUNYAC men’s soccer
championship. The image of a defeated penalty shot, blunted against the
stiff hands of a diving keeper Jason
Weinberg, ripped everyone associated with this season’s team from their
pre-shot pose. Within seconds, the
goalie box was filled with a pure-blue
pile-on, and sounded…like victory.
“Seeing that he was a lefty
{Torres}, I took an educated guess
that he would shoot to that side,” said
Weinberg. The shot that the freshman
rookie stopped was the eighth made
at the same goal. The solution to
scoreless game play was a penalty
shooting match; the winning team
would have the best of five shots.
Baruch plowed all four of their
attempts into the orange net. John Jay
scored twice, missed one attempt by
two feet, and lost their last chance to
the pounce of a yellow clad goalkeeping blur. Weinberg said modestly, “I’m just happy to be a part of
this.”
The game as a whole was tantamount to an equally matched arm
wrestle; strikingly similar to the pre-

vious meeting of these two teams.
The first half was kept scoreless by
two fiercely territorial defenses, with
only 17 taken in total; six by Baruch,
and 11 by J.J., although the same
amount of strikes were taken against
goalies in the second half (Baruch: 5,
Bloodhounds: 12), what kept the
scoreboard at zero was more because
of striker error, than any brilliance in
goaltending.
With leading striker Alex Sokol
out of the final match due to an injury
in the quarterfinals, shooting was left
up to the cleats of forward Elyse
Pierre, who took six shots during the
game. Chris Contti shot twice, with
Caner Yilmaz, Ivan Minkov, Dwane
Campbell, William Miranda, and
Ahmed Doughri all shooting once.
The Bloodhounds out shot Baruch
almost two to one with 25 total; 11 of
those taken by Oswald Brown (6
shots), and Ellery Mendez (5).
One of the strikers, Baruch’s
William Miranda shot the winning
goals in both the quarterfinals, as
well as the semis, but the fourth and
winning shot in the finals went to
defense man and midfielder Thomas
Murdoch; the Most Valuable Player
of this CUNYAC tournament.
Said Murdoch, “I give total credit
to our coaching staff for this turn
around. Last year we had a bunch of
talented players, but the team’s lack
of organization was a problem.
Players missed practices and games
and we could never get it together.
This season was totally different.
Everybody just showed up all the
time and worked hard. As far as the
penalty kick is concerned, my mindset was to put the entire season of
hard work into that one kick. I just
focused on where I wanted to put the
ball. “I’m just happy to be a part of
this,” he added.
With this victory, the Bearcats
have ended a season winning all but
three games, and redeemed themselves by conquering two of their pre-

vious beaters John Jay, and CCNY;
letting only the CSI loss go unavenged. The next hurdle for the
Bearcats was the NCAA championship tournament where, for the first
time ever in Baruch history, their

men’s soccer team would have the
chance to capture the NCAA
Division III title. However, Baruch
lost to their first-round opponent,
Bridgewater State 2-0. For further
coverage see page 19.

William Miranda named Athlete
of the Month for October
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William Miranda is named Baruch Athlete of the Month after scoring two game
winning goals in the CUNYAC playoffs.
New York, NY (Nov. 8, 2004) –
Junior midfielder William Miranda
(Long Island City H.S.) has been
voted the Athlete of the Month for
October.
Miranda, who did not score a goal
during the regular season, scored two
game-winning goals in the CUNY
Athletic Conference Tournament to
help Baruch reach their first-ever tour-

nament final.
He scored in the 79th minute
against Hunter College on Oct. 27th to
give the Bearcats the 1-0 quarterfinal
victory.
He followed up in the semifinal
match on Oct. 30th with an 84th
minute game-winner to break a 2-2 tie
and upset No. 1-seeded CCNY out of
the tournament.

